Christmas 2020
Dear family and friends,
This is not as personal as writing Christmas cards, but it's already too late for
that. Still, we want to wish all of you a very blessed Christmas and God's continued presence with you in the new year! “God with us!” How beyond our comprehension! “If God
is for us, who can be against us?!.....For I am persuade that neither death nor life, neither

angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is
in Christ Jesus!” All because of Immanuel—God with us! The more I think about this,
the more it fills me with wonder and amazement. And I am humbled that the Almighty God, creator of the
universe, loves me and makes me his child.

This year has been like no other that we've experienced, and yet 2020 was a good year and filled with

evidence of “God with us.” Every day he provided all that we need, and so much more. He daily gives us

himself. He walks with us through hard times and through happy times. He gave us the joys of family and
friends to love. He gave us opportunities to share his love and to reach out to others. He gave us the joy of
seeing so many people reaching out to help those in need. He gave us a new appreciation of being able to

gather for worship, and an increased urgency to pray for our brothers and sisters who are denied that privilege. He gave us technology that allows us to stay in contact with each other. He gave us work to do—even
to those who became unemployed because of covid-19. Opportunities to serve, new ways of provision for
needs, more time to spend with family and deepen relationships, more time to pray for one another. He
opens new insights into his Word and draws us closer to him. He teaches us some of the lessons Job had to

learn –that God is God, and we can trust him. He knows what he is doing. And it's all for his glory and our
good. How incredibly blessed we are!
John has had another typically busy year, here in our church, in volunteer hospital chaplaincy, in the
presbytery, and in the larger church. He still serves with joy on the foreign missions committee. General As-

sembly was canceled this year due to the epidemic and it's restrictions. Next summer it hopes to meet at
Dordt University, our alma mater. And since James and Florence live in Sioux Center, I may just go with

him! I have still been teaching full time in our little Christian School which was allowed to meet face-to-face
with special guidelines: half the students from 8:30 – 12:00 a.m., the other half from 12:30 – 4:00 p.m. Temp
taking at the door, face masks, sanitizing constantly, etc. But we are so thankful to be together, students included.
We marked a few milestones this year. On July 14 we quietly celebrated our 50 th wedding anniversary

with a couple of days at the Oregon coast. Grateful for 50 years together richly blessed all those years. Then
on October 16 we celebrated John's 50 years in the ministry in the OPC, but not as quietly as he thought.

There was a nice article in New Horizons (our denomination's magazine), and people in our church hosted a
very delicious surprise dinner! We are spoiled and loved! We have had some (limited) contact with kids and
grandkids, which times are always special. And so the year has been flying by. So much for which to give

thanks! God is good all the time, and all the time God is good! May you experience that in the year ahead,
too!

We love you
all very much and
look forward to a 2021
that will hopefully see
the epidemic easing
and restrictions lifting so we can enjoy
getting together

again! God bless you!
John and Sylvia (or
Sipkje, if you prefer)

