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Faith Without Works is Dead — John Murray

John Murray,

Faith stands in antithesis to works; there can be no amalgam of these two (cf. Gal. 5:4). That we are
justified by faith is what engenders hope in a convicted sinner’s heart. He knows he has nothing to offer.
And this truth assures him that he needs nothing to offer, yea, it assures him that it is an abomination to God
to presume to offer. We are justified by faith and therefore simply by entrustment of ourselves, in all our
dismal hopelessness, to the Saviour whose righteousness is undefiled and undefilable. Justification by faith
alone lies at the heart of the gospel and it is the article that makes the lame man leap as an hart and the
tongue of the dumb sing. Justification is that by which grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life;
it is for the believer alone and it is for the believer by faith alone. It is the righteousness of God from faith to
faith (Rom. 1:17; cf. 3:22).

It is an old and time-worn objection that this doctrine ministers to licence and looseness. Only those who
know not the power of the gospel will plead such misconception. Justification is by faith alone, but not by a
faith that is alone. Justification is not all that is embraced in the gospel of redeeming grace. Christ is a
complete Saviour and it is not justification alone that the believing sinner possesses in him. And faith is not
the only response in the heart of him who has entrusted himself to Christ for salvation. Faith alone justifies
but a justified person with faith alone would be a monstrosity which never exists in the kingdom of grace.
Faith works itself out through love (cf. Gal. 5:6). And faith without works is dead (cf. James 2:17-20). It is
living faith that justifies and living faith unites to Christ both in the virtue of his death and in the power of
his resurrection. No one has entrusted himself to Christ for deliverance from the guilt of sin who has not
also entrusted himself to him for deliverance from the power of sin. “What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer
therein?” (Rom. 6:1, 2).

taken from: Redemption: Accomplished and Applied. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1955. pp. 130,131 [used with
permission from publisher]
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